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[bookmark: _Hlk64372309]COVID-19 health key messages 
29 October 2021 

Approved messages from the Ministry of Health for use in your communications
Consistent messaging helps us to coordinate our efforts to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
[bookmark: _Hlk74566970][bookmark: _Hlk74822345][bookmark: x__Hlk74566970]
New Zealand Alert Level status
Auckland and parts of Waikato are at Alert Level 3. Parts of Waikato under Alert Level 3 moved to the same Alert Level 3 Step 1 restrictions as Auckland on 27 October. These settings will be reviewed on Monday 1 November 2021. The rest of New Zealand is at Alert Level 2. 

Find out what you need to do at different Alert Levels on the Unite Against COVID-19 website

[bookmark: _Hlk83209241]Community cases update
There are 125 new cases of COVID-19 in the community today. Of these new cases, 118 are in Auckland, 4 are in Waikato, 2 in Canterbury and 1 is in Northland. The total number of community cases in this outbreak is 3,046.  

There are locations of interest in a range of regions in the North Island and around Blenheim and Christchurch in the South Island.

Locations of interest – Ministry of Health website 

Section 70 public health orders – Ministry of Health website

Testing figures update
Yesterday, 31,093 tests were processed across New Zealand. The total number of tests to date is 4,037,705.
[bookmark: _Hlk84250194]
COVID-19 vaccination figures update
Yesterday, 44,779 vaccines were administered. Of those, 12,780 were first doses and 31,999 were second doses administered. To date, 3,079,717 people (73% of the eligible population) are fully vaccinated.  

COVID-19 vaccine data and statistics – Ministry of Health website

Updated testing requirements for education and MIQF workers
In response to the elevated threat of the transmission of the Delta variant of COVID-19 there have been several changes to the Required Testing Order (RTO) recently around vaccination and testing requirements in the education and healthcare sectors, prisons and managed isolation and quarantine facilities (MIQFs). 

We acknowledge the vital role that you play in this response and thank you for your continued work to protect the people of Aotearoa /New Zealand from COVID-19.  

Education sector
The change to the testing order includes early childhood services as well as registered schools, including State schools, State integrated schools and all private schools. 
 
At Alert Level 3, there are two types of testing required for COVID-19: 
· Return to school test 
Teachers and support staff must receive a negative COVID-19 test result no more than 72 hours prior to returning to school.  This can be either a nasal swab (nasopharyngeal) or throat swab (oropharyngeal with bilateral anterior nares).  
 
· Surveillance testing for workers who are unvaccinated or partly vaccinated 
From 15 November, teachers and support staff will need to undergo weekly surveillance testing until they are fully vaccinated. The deadline for being fully vaccinated is 1 January 2022.  

This testing can be: 
· a nasal or throat swab once a week, via GPs or community testing centres 
· a saliva test 2 times a week, with at least 2 days between tests, utilising Asia Pacific Healthcare Group (APHG), the laboratory which currently provide saliva testing services for the Ministry 
 
MIQF workers 
From 11.59 pm 8 November testing frequency for MIQF workers will be changing.  For workers who are onsite twice a week or more: 
· At quarantine facilities, they will have to be tested every day they work at the facility.
· At managed isolation facilities, they will have to be tested twice a week.
· For dual-use facilities, they will be on a quarantine facility schedule if they have a case in the facility and they will be on a managed isolation facility schedule if they do not have a case.

These workers can choose either saliva or swab testing to meet this testing requirement.  

If workers work onsite less than twice a week (both quarantine and isolation facilities), they will be required to do:
· Either 1 swab test (nasopharyngeal or oropharyngeal) within 7 days of working at the facility;
· Or 2 saliva tests within 7 days of working at the facility, with the tests being a minimum of two days apart.

[bookmark: _Hlk86420337]Upcoming changes for returnees in MIFs 
On 28 October, the Government announced its decision to reduce the time spent in managed isolation facilities (MIFs) for international returnees from 14 days to 7 days, followed by 3 days self-isolation, with release subject to a negative day 9 test result from a test taken in the community. This change will come into effect on 14 November 2021. 
Current tests at day 0/1, day 3 and day 6/7 will remain in the testing regime. Operational details for inclusion of a rapid antigen test point of departure test and Day 9 test are currently being worked through and we will advise further details when confirmed. 
This follows developments in our knowledge of COVID-19 transmission, infectious periods, and testing approaches, particularly around the Delta variant, meaning that the length of time that people are required to be in managed isolation can be decreased with minimal additional risk to the community. 
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New vaccination requirements to enter New Zealand
From 1 November 2021, all non-New Zealand citizen travellers who arrive in New Zealand by the air border will need to be fully vaccinated. They will need to have completed a full course of one of the approved vaccinations at least 14 days before they depart for New Zealand. 

COVID-19: Vaccination exemptions for non-NZ citizens travelling to NZ - Ministry of Health website

[bookmark: _Hlk86420366]Medsafe renews provisional approval for Pfizer vaccine
Medsafe has renewed the provisional approval for the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine to be used in New Zealand.
The renewal of provisional approval is for a period of two years, until 3 November 2023.
Medsafe will continue to assess any supporting information against the appropriate standards as additional quality, safety and efficacy data is received and reviewed. During the next two-year renewal period, Medsafe may grant full approval at any time, once Pfizer has submitted a relevant application and information.
Medsafe renews COVID-19 vaccine provisional approval - Ministry of Health

[bookmark: _Hlk86420378]Recognition for vaccinations received overseas by border workers
Three of the COVID-19 vaccines commonly used overseas are now recognised by the Vaccinations Order that requires people working at New Zealand’s borders to be fully vaccinated against the virus.

This follows a change to the legislation, which took effect on October 17, and responds to the need to recognise other vaccines beyond the Pfizer vaccine.
The move will support employers to enable workers who have completed their course with the Moderna, AstraZeneca, Janssen, or Pfizer vaccines overseas to work on or around the border. It will also support some employers when recruiting people to work on or around the border, especially in specialised roles.

Vaccinations received overseas by border workers recognised | Ministry of Health


COVID-19 Health key messages 27 October 2021 
Mandatory vaccination for healthcare, education and corrections 
Certain roles in health and disability, education and corrections must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19. These workforces are all at a particular risk of being infected with COVID-19 and of passing it on to vulnerable groups they work with. 

Visit the Ministry of Health website for the dates each of these sectors must be vaccinated, who is included and detailed guidance. 

COVID-19: Mandatory vaccinations – Ministry of Health website 


Mandatory workplace vaccinations 
Vaccination will be required for all workers at businesses where customers need to show vaccination certificates, such as hospitality and close-contact businesses. If a business chooses not to require vaccination certificates, there will be more restrictions on their operation.  

Employers will be required to provide staff paid time off to get vaccinated and keep records about their workers’ vaccination status. If people choose not to get vaccinated and their work requires it, they will be given a paid four week notice period. There will be a new law to introduce a clearer and simplified risk assessment process for employers to follow when deciding whether they can require vaccination for different types of work. More information is on the Beehive website.

Government backs business to vaccinate workforces – Beehive.govt.nz

[bookmark: _Hlk86225234]Testing requirements for education workforce
At Alert Level 3 there are two types of testing required for COVID-19. 

Return to school
You will need to have received a negative COVID-19 test no more than 72 hours prior to returning to school. This can be either a nasal swab or throat swab. These test results are usually received no more than 48 hours after you have been tested. 

When being tested remember to ask that the health professional doing the test notes down your education SURV code – ECE, PRIM, SEC, EDU (other).

For workers who are unvaccinated or partly vaccinated
You will need to undertake weekly surveillance testing until you are fully vaccinated. This can be:

· a nasal or throat swab once a week
· a saliva test two times a week, with at least two days between tests. 

The Ministry of Health is working with RakoScience to implement saliva testing for surveillance across the Alert Level 3 areas. A discussion with schools will be arranged for later this week to explain the approach and finalise arrangements for testing. Until then, if you need to undertake a surveillance test, visit the Healthpoint website for information on testing sites.  

COVID-19 testing – Healthpoint website 

Updated guidance for allied health professionals 
The Ministry has updated its guidance for allied health professionals working in settings outside DHBs, clarifying they can all provide services under Alert Level 3.

This change will enable roughly 2,000 allied health professionals, such as physios and chiropractors, in Auckland alone to continue to see patients, ensuring more people are treated in the community.

Providers must still screen patients for COVID-19 symptoms, and practise all COVID-19 measures such as appropriate distancing, strict use of infection, prevention and control measures, PPE use and scanning in. 

COVID-19: Advice for community allied health, scientific and technical providers 
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