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22 October 2021 

Approved messages from the Ministry of Health for use in your communications
Consistent messaging helps us to coordinate our efforts to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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New Zealand Alert Level status
Auckland and parts of Waikato are at Alert Level 3. The rest of New Zealand is at Alert Level 2. 

Find out what you need to do at different alert levels on the Unite Against COVID-19 website

[bookmark: _Hlk83209241]Community cases update
There are 129 new cases of COVID-19 in the community today. Of these, 120 are in Auckland and 9 are in Waikato. The total number of community cases in this outbreak is 2,299. 

Locations of interest – Ministry of Health website 

Section 70 public health orders – Ministry of Health website

Testing figures update
Yesterday, 27,831 tests were processed across New Zealand. The total number of tests to date is 3,870,822.
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COVID-19 vaccination figures update
Yesterday, 41,294 vaccines were administered. Of those, 10,066 were first doses and 31,228 were second doses administered. To date, 2,902,031 people (69% of the eligible population) are fully vaccinated.  

COVID-19 vaccine data and statistics – Ministry of Health website

The COVID-19 Protection Framework
Earlier this morning the Prime Minister announced a new COVID-19 Protection Framework. This framework provides a pathway out of lockdown, giving businesses and events the ability to reopen to vaccinated New Zealanders. 

Importantly the framework, which will replace the Alert Level system, will help us minimise the impact of COVID-19 and protect ourselves but the tool we need to do that is the vaccine. To be able to transition, all DHBs will need to reach a vaccination target of 90%. This target ensures good regional spread across the country and will also help address equity issues within each region.

Modelling shows 90% of eligible people fully vaccinated provides a high level of coverage, keeping most New Zealanders safe and helping slow and control outbreaks, assisting the health system to do their job.
Further key points today include:

· a simpler framework to minimise cases and hospitalisations without use of widespread lockdowns
· Auckland to move into the new framework when 90% of the eligible population in each of the three DHBs are fully vaccinated 
· 90% fully vaccinated target set across each DHB region before the rest of the country moves into the new system
· up to $940 million per fortnight in a Business Boost package
· $120 million to accelerate Māori vaccination rates.
Cabinet will review vaccination progress on 29 November 2021.

The COVID-19 Protection Framework – Unite Against Covid-19 website

Vaccination certificates 
You may need to show proof of being vaccinated in a range of settings such as events, hospitality, retail, community, sport and faith-based gatherings. This will help ensure we are reducing the risk of the virus spreading. There is no requirement for children under the age of 12 to show proof of vaccination. 

You will not need proof of vaccination to enter essential services such as supermarkets, pharmacies, health services, food banks and petrol stations. 

Proof of vaccination requirements 
Businesses, events, organisations, community and a range of sectors may legally implement a vaccination entry requirement for customers. Using vaccination certificates provides businesses and organisations with more certainty around when they can operate at different framework settings and whether there are capacity restrictions. 

If a business or organisation does not want to request proof of vaccination they will have to operate with strict limits on capacity and space requirements. They may need to close in orange or red levels. 

Detailed guidance is being developed for a range of sectors. They will be engaged closely on the requirements within the framework, such as verification of vaccines.

[bookmark: _Hlk84940679]Third primary dose vaccinations
The COVID-19 Technical Advisory Group has recommended people aged 12 and over, severe immunocompromise, can receive a third dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine. Severely immunocompromised people are at higher risk of severe outcomes from COVID-19. They may not produce a sufficiently strong immune response after two doses of the vaccine. 

The third dose is optional but recommended and should be given at least eight weeks after the second dose. There are specific criteria for who can qualify for a third dose and this is available by prescription only. It must be prescribed by a medical prescriber such as a GP or specialist. These scripts will be accepted at all vaccination clinics.

People with known severe immunocompromise from disease or its treatment should contact their GP or treating specialist about the timing, prescription and administration of a third dose. Appointments for a third primary dose are free.

Information on who can get a third primary dose and how they can get it is on the Ministry of Health website.

COVID-19 vaccine: Severely immunocompromised people – Ministry of Health website

Booster dose vaccinations
A primary third dose is different to a booster dose for the general population. Under the current immunisation programme, you cannot receive a booster dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine in New Zealand unless you qualify for a third primary dose. The Ministry of Health reviews research as it becomes available. They expect to decide about booster doses for the public in the coming months.  

Dedicated MIQ rooms for critical health and disability workers
300 MIQ rooms per month will be reserved for critical health and disability workers entering New Zealand to: 

· support the continued flow of critical health and disability workers into New Zealand
· reduce pressure on our health and disability workforce.
These workers will be eligible to access MIQ spots if they have proof of employment and the right to enter New Zealand, including:

· international critical health and disability workers
· critical health and disability workers who are New Zealand citizens or residents
· critical health and disability workers who are required to leave and return to New Zealand as part of their employment obligations
· New Zealand residents and citizens, and critical health and disability workers who have been working in New Zealand on a temporary visa, who have left temporarily for exceptional circumstances.
Where applications exceed 300, they will be prioritised based on a set of criteria and what the system needs and may include: 

· profession
· geographical location
· rurality
· how essential a role is in maintaining service delivery
· how time critical it is for the worker to arrive on the intended travel date.
If an applicant is eligible but does not get a space for the preferred period, they will be allocated a space later. We expect applications will be processed from the beginning of November 2021 and places will be available from late November. 
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Greater health workforce flexibility
A Ministry of Health review has recommended removing the requirement for a dedicated managed isolation and quarantine facility (MIQF) health workforce and allow MIQF workers to work in other health settings without restriction. 

The new policy will allow non-MIQF healthcare workers to fill MIQF health workforce gaps and correspondingly, MIQF healthcare workers to work in non-MIQF settings where and when as required, to support management of the current community outbreak. This change in policy will take effect from Thursday 21 October 2021.

The Ministry considers the risk of fully vaccinated MIQF healthcare workers being infected with COVID-19 (or being a source of onward transmission to the community) to be both low and manageable with the range of risk mitigations currently in place.

Greater workforce flexibility to support MIQF health workers – Ministry of Health website

International Infection Prevention Week 
This week marks the annual International Infection Prevention Week, with the theme ‘Make Your Intention Infection Prevention’.

The week draws attention to the importance of infection prevention in protecting public health and safety and celebrates the lead role Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) Nurse specialists have in saving lives and keeping people healthy.  

The Ministry of Health congratulates our IPC Nurses and wider health and disability workforce for their ongoing dedication, resilience and daily intention of infection prevention to help keep New Zealanders safe, particularly the extra efforts needed during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The pandemic has also highlighted to the general public the importance of infection prevention and the things they can do to prevent the spread of the infection. 

Home isolation of COVID-19 cases
The Auckland Regional Public Health Service is currently supporting some COVID-19 cases to safely isolate at home.

This follows a new Section 70 that allows isolation in a person’s usual place of residence, along with a quarantine or managed isolation facility or other location (including a hospital) as specified by a medical officer of Health.

Criteria used for isolating at home is based on a public health risk assessment and consideration of a number of other factors, including being able to safely isolate away from others.

This is part an interim approach while national plans are finalised to manage COVID-19 cases safely in the community.

Planning for the national model for caring for COVID-19 cases at home has been underway for some time and is a key part of plans for managing COVID-19 cases in the future.

The national model will involve primary care, such as GP clinics, and other community providers to support people to isolate safely at home.

Supporting the health system to better manage COVID-19 cases in the community safely is a key objective of the Health System Preparedness Programme outlined by the Health Minister Andrew Little on 15 October 2021.

Well Child Tamariki Ora COVID-19 guidance update for providers
COVID-19 Alert Level 3 guidance for Well Child Tamariki Ora providers has been updated by the Ministry. View the guidance on the COVID-19: Well Child Tamariki Ora page.
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