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Approved messages for use in your communications
Consistent messaging helps us to coordinate our efforts to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. This document provides approved key messages from the Ministry of Health. 
[bookmark: _Hlk74566970][bookmark: _Hlk74822345][bookmark: x__Hlk74566970]
New Zealand Alert Level status
Auckland will remain at Alert Level 3 for another week before further easing of restrictions is considered. This will be reviewed on Monday 18 October. 
Waikato and Northland will remain at Alert Level 3 until 11.59pm Thursday 14 October. These settings will be reviewed on Wednesday 13 October.
The rest of New Zealand remains at Alert Level 2.  
Information on testing centres, vaccination and the boundary map are on the Unite against COVID-19 website
Alert level advice can be found on the Unite Against Covid-19 website
[bookmark: _Hlk83209241]Community cases update
There are 43 new cases of COVID-19 in the community today including 40 in Auckland and 3 in Waikato. The total number of community cases is 1,664. 

Continue to check the locations of interest in Auckland, Waikato and Northland on the Ministry of Health’s website. There are section 70 public health orders in place that require people to follow health orders. 

Testing figures update
Yesterday, 16,565 tests were processed across New Zealand. The total number of tests to date is 3,619,154.
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COVID-19 vaccination figures update
Yesterday, 69,118 vaccines were administered. Of those, 15,107 were first doses and 54,011 were second doses administered. To date 2,439,100 people have been fully vaccinated.  
View the latest data and statistics 

[bookmark: _Hlk84940679]New vaccination requirements for more health and disability workers
The Ministry of Health has announced the COVID-19 Public Health Response (Vaccinations) Order 2021 will be updated to require a new set of workers in the health and disability sector to be fully vaccinated by 1 December 2021. 
Vaccination is already mandatory for high-risk roles (including health worker roles) in Border, MIF and MIQ settings. The amendment extends that requirement so that certain roles in the health and disability sector are also covered by this order, including:
· Regulated professions currently registered under the HPCA regulations
· Non-regulated professions in the following healthcare setting
· Aged Residential Care Facilities (ARC)
· Home and Community Care Services (HCSS)
· Kaupapa Māori Health Providers, Pacific Health Providers and Non-Government Organisations who provide health services
· Roles undertaken by people who:
· are in frequent contact, face-to-face contact, or are in close proximity to healthcare workers providing a health service.
· work where a health service is being provided.
· do not necessarily provide a health service, but their role requires frequent contact/engagement with those providing health services and is considered tied to a role within a healthcare setting.
Any health and disability workers who fall under the categories above must receive their first dose of the vaccine by 30th October and their second dose by 1st December 2021. Further details about the criteria for this amended order will be released in due course. 
Healthcare and disability workers are a valued and critical part of New Zealand’s pandemic response, and early evidence suggests that vaccination may reduce transmission of the Delta variant of COVID-19 and reduce the risk of serious illness, which would burden New Zealand’s health and disability system. 
Healthcare and disability workers have been able to be vaccinated against COVID-19 since March 2021, and District Health Boards have already achieved significant high rates of voluntary vaccination so far.
Vaccination remains our strongest and most effective tool to protect against infection and disease, and we need as many workers as possible to be vaccinated to allow our health services to respond to the pandemic and deliver everyday health services with as little disruption as possible.
Read the announcement: Mandatory vaccination for two workforces

[bookmark: _Hlk84924368]Super Saturday (16 October) - National Day of Action for Vaccination
Everyone is being asked to contribute to a nationwide push for vaccination. This will culminate in a National Day of Action for Vaccination on Saturday 16 October, Super Saturday. On this day, vaccination clinics nationwide will open all day and into the evening. 

Vaccination is the most powerful tool in the fight against COVID-19. 


Vaccines:
· reduce the risk of getting COVID-19
· reduce the risk of people who get COVID from becoming really sick
· reduce the rate of transmission

The vaccines are safe and everyone 12 and over can be vaccinated. 

A collective effort is needed to ensure New Zealand is one of the most highly vaccinated countries in the world. 

Read more on the Unite Against COVID-19 website.

COVID-19 testing, diagnosis, assessment and treatment free
The Ministry of Health’s position is that COVID-19 testing, diagnosis, assessment and treatment is free, irrespective of citizenship, visa status, nationality or medical insurance coverage, but excluding pre-departure testing. 

This stance supports the objective of reducing or avoiding the spread of COVID-19 by minimising the risk of a person avoiding or delaying being tested due to concern about, or an inability to pay, for the cost of testing.

Specifically, this means that assessment and testing should be free of charge to the patient where:

· a person presents at a general practice, is advised to be tested for COVID-19 and declines the test
· a person is tested for COVID-19, including if the clinician has not recommended testing and they are not required to be tested for some other reason (possible contact, requirement to cross a regional boundary or similar).
The only exception to this rule should be for pre-departure testing, as noted above. Pre-departure testing conducted in New Zealand is to meet the COVID-19 testing requirements of the destination country. 
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Rapid antigen testing update
Results of the rapid review by the Ministry of Health COVID-19 Testing Technical Advisory Group (TAG), commissioned on 20 September 2021 were released yesterday. 
Key recommendations from the review include a future-focused COVID-19 testing strategy to assist planning; and the creation of a dedicated testing approach to facilitate innovation and the implementation of new tests and testing strategies in a timely fashion.
The Ministry has undertaken much work in considering the use of rapid antigen testing, and other technologies, as part of the public health response. We are pleased to see the recommendations of the rapid review confirm our approach with the development of some new initiatives underway by the Ministry.
The Ministry has purchased rapid antigen tests which are being used in pilot programmes as part of reviewing its use in the New Zealand context.  The purpose of the pilots is to consider how rapid antigen testing can best be used to identify new infections, support outbreak investigations through screening and monitor disease trends. 
Rapid antigen testing is now underway at Middlemore Hospital, with Auckland City and North Shore Hospitals. Work is also underway to test use of rapid antigen testing at point-of-arrival with participants in the 'self-isolation pilot' for business travellers in Auckland and Christchurch, starting later this month. 

View the announcement: Government to pilot antigen testing with private sector

Updated guideline for the clinical management of COVID-19 
The Ministry of Health has updated the ‘Interim Guidance - Clinical Management of COVID-19 in Hospitalised Adults with confirmed or probable COVID-19’. 

Find the guidance on the COVID-19: Advice for all health professionals page.

Supply of personal protective equipment (PPE)
The Ministry of Health continues to actively manage New Zealand’s supply of personal protective equipment (PPE) to ensure that the health and disability sector and has sufficient supply to respond to surges in COVID-19.

The Ministry supplies PPE to publicly funded health care workers and border workers that contribute to the COVID-19 response.  The information and advice on PPE is determined by the sector, region and proximity to the virus.  To order PPE you need to register via the PPE portal or Onelink. 

PPE for non-publicly funded services should be sourced from commercial or retail suppliers in the first instance, although the Ministry may be able to help if PPE cannot be sourced.

Detailed information and guidance can be found at: 
COVID-19: Personal Protective Equipment Central Supply 
COVID-19: Personal protective equipment use in health and disability care settings
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